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G ike Luke Skywalker battling
Darth Vader, musician Meco
Monardo certainly had the Force
with him in 1977—and with a disco
beat, no less. Before his dance-oriented
arrangements for records such as Gloria
Gaynor's Never Can Say Goodbye and
Carol Douglas’s Doctor’s Orders made
him one of early disco’s hottest produc-
ers, the Pennsylvania-born trombone and
keyboard player was known in the indus-
try mainly for behind-the-scenes work on
commercial jingles. Monardo was so hot,

in fact, that after seeing the film Star
Wars he called Casablanca/Millennium
Records chief Neil Bogart, pitched him
an idea for dres

ing up the movie’s music
in mirror-ball-ready disco clothes, and
was immediately inked to a deal—with-
aut Bogart's hearing even a single note.
Faster than you could say “Obi-Wan
Kenobi,” Meco's STAR WARS THEME/
CANTINA BAND skyrocketed to the top
of the charts.

Another big movie that spawned a No.
1 hit in 1977 was Car Wash, the sudsy
comedy starring Richard Pryor. Its equal-
Iv bubbly theme song was conceived by
Norman Whitfield, who, like Meco, was
more famous inside recording studios than

outside them. Throughout the late "60s t ing director who happened to be watching

and
early '70s,
Whitfield co-wrote and produced numer-
ous hits for Motown's Temptations,
including Beauty Is Only Skin Deep and
Papa Was a Rollin’ Stone. He even hand-
picked the Temps' backing band, Rose
Royce. When Whitfield was called upon
to_furnish the music for Car Wash, he “
recruited Rose Royce to perforn it, and '.‘
the funky nine-piece group, fronted by big-
voiced singer Gwen “Rose” Dickey, rode
CAR WASH straight to No. |.

1977 was also a year in which the
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small screen—ielevision—played a large
role in a number of hit records. Oddly

enough, handsome David Soul first got .
noticed in the entertainment world by

hiding his face under a ski mask and per-

Sforming folk music as “David Soul, the a
Covered Man.”" While the gimmick did {
get him notoriety, it was his official

“unmasking” on The Merv Griffin Show 2

that turned Soul's career around. A cast-



that night
tracked him down and put him in the
series Here Come the Brides. Soul soon
became a successfid TV actor: While star-
ring as detective Ken Hutchinson on the
popular action-adventure series Starsky
and Hutch, Sou! finally returned to his
Sirst love—music—and registered the
classy pop hit, DON'T GIVE UP ON US.
Shaun Cassidy had also been a
professional singer before he became
Sfamous playing Joe Hardy on the teen-
oriented Hardy Boys Mysteries. Unlike
Soul, however, Cassidy had already land-
ed a number of hits (in Europe and
Australia) before finally making his U.S.
singing debut on an episode of his show.
THAT'S ROCK N’ ROLL (penned by Eric
Carmen) was one of three top-10 hits for
Cassidy, whose older brother David and

mother Shirley Jones had enjoyed similar
TV-associated acting/ singing success a
few vears before as the stars of The
Partridge Family.

Another musical face famil-
iar to TV viewers in 1977 was that of
Glen Campbell, whose variety show,
The Glen Campbell Goodtime Hour, was
a fixture during the early '70s. Having a
weekly presence on prime-time television
helped the affable singer-guitarist score a
host of top-10 hits during those years, but
his career slowed considerably after the
show went off the air. The Arkansas native
made a huge comeback in 1975, however,
with Rhinestone Cowboy, and went on to
match that song's chart-topping success in
'77 with SOUTHERN NIGHTS, a tune writ-
ten by legendary New Orleans pianist
Allen Toussaint.

Probably the most unique music-televi-
sion connection of 1977 was made by
Marilyn McCoo and Billy Davis Jr. When
they left the Sth Dimension at the end of
1975, the California couple initially
thought about recording as solo artists,
but their decision to do an album of duets
proved 1o be an astute one. The title of the
Grammy-winning YOU DON'T HAVE TO
BE A STAR (To BE IN MY SHOW) also
proved prophetic: Less than six months
after the song hit No. 1, the duo did
indeed become the stars of their own
show—a summer replacement series on

n network TV.



Two other hits from 1977 came
courtesy of artists who would later
become associated with TV as well.
Alan O'Day, a veteran LA. songwriter
whose credits include the Righteous
Brothers' Rock and Roll Heaven and Helen

Reddy’s Angie Baby, had his only hit as a singer

with the slyly suggestive UNDERCOVER ANGEL.
He went on to write the theme for the animated
Muppet Babies series, thereby attracting new
generations of younger audiences. And on the
other end of the demographic scale, anyone
who's ever hummed along with Thank You for
Being a Friend, the theme from Betty White and
Bea Arthur’s long-running sitcom The Golden
Girls, has acknowledged the work of its author,
Andrew Gold. Like O’ Day, this songwriter from

Burbank, CA scored his only self-sung top-10 hit,

LONELY BoY, in '77.

Gold's name comes up in regard to two other
'77 hitmakers as well. Throughout the first half
of the 1970s, he played keyboards and sang
backup vocals for Linda Ronstadt (heard here on

her frisky rendition of rock 'n’ roll pioneer Buddy

Holly's IT'S SO EASY). And in the early '80s,
Gold would be in a band called Wax with
Graham Gouldman, one of the leaders of British
pop-rock group 10cc, whose Beatlesque tune
THE THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE was one of
the sunniest hits of '77.
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Speaking of frisky and sunny
sounds, KC and the Sunshine Band’s 'M
YOUR BOOGIE MAN was the fourth and last of a
series of No. 1 hits in the '70s for the dance-
happy Florida group led by singer Harry Wayne
Casey. Neighboring state Georgia provided the
home base for the Atlanta Rhythm Section, which
was comprised of former members of the
Classics IV (Stormy) and Roy Orbison’s backing
group, the Candymen. The Section’s SO IN TO
YOU neatly blended sophisticated country-rock
with down-home Southern soul. And as long as
we're in the region, it should be noted that
the Commodores, whose '77 hit EASY helped
establish lead singer Lionel Richie as the band’s
chief songwriter; first came together while all five
members were students at Alabama's famous
Tuskegee Institute.

Still, even with the popularity of such distinct-
Iy American genres as R&B (represented here by
those purveyors of Philly soul, Daryl Hall and
John Oates, on their breakthrough hit, RICH

A




GIRL) and country-rock (of the
type popularized by Boulder, Colorado's
Firefall on their harmony-laden ballad, JUST
REMEMBER | LOVE YOU), /1977 proved 1o be a
good vear for music that stemmed from across
the Atlantic, too. While Londoner Al Stewart had
been making critically acclaimed folk-rock
albums since 1969 (his debut featured Led
Zeppelin's Jimmy Page on guitar), the singer-
songwriter's work was rarely heard in the U.S.
until the mid-1970s. YEAR OF THE CAT, the title
track from his 1976-released platinum album, was
the biggest hit single of his long career.

Guitarist Dave Mason had also been a main-
stay on the British music scene since the late
1960s. An original member of Traffic (along with
Stevie Winwood), Mason spent the first half of
the 1970s playing and recording with an impres-
sive array of artists that included Eric Clapton,
George Harrison, Mama Cass Elliot, and
Delaney and Bonnie, who had a top-20 hit in
1971 with Mason's Only You Know and I Know.

In 1977, this player’s player finally
got his own hit single with WE JUST
DISAGREE.

As their name implied, the Climax
Blues Band started out as one of
England’s many blues revival groups in the
late '60s. By the time of their first U.S. tour in
1973, however, the band, led by guitarist Peter
Haycock and saxophonist Colin Cooper; had
begun to tailor their music toward a more pop
sound. Their Gold Plated album became an FM
rock staple in '77 and spawned their biggest hit,
the plaintive COULDN'T GET [T RIGHT.

Fleenwood Mac was another group that start-
ed out in the late "60s as a straight-ahead British
blues combo. And like the Climax Blues Band,
they evolved into more of a pop group during the
mid-"70s, largely due to the contributions of
Americans Lindsey Buckingham and Stevie
Nicks, who joined Mick Fleetwood, John “Mac”
McVie and his wife Christine McVie in 1975. The
quintet’s Rumours album, the source of the opti-
mistic DON'T STOP, eventually sold an astound-
ing 17 million copies. Clearly, the Force was
with them, too.

—Billy Altman
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o DON'T STOP Fleemwood Mac » Music and lyrics

by Christine McVie, Fleetwood Mac Music. BMI. Warner
8413, ® 1977 Wamer Bros. Records Inc. Produced under
license from Wamner Bros. Records Inc., No. 3*

IT'S SO EASY Linda Ronstadt « Music and lyrics by
Buddy Holly and Norman Perty. MPL. Communications, Inc.
ASCAP. Wren Music Co.. Inc. BMI. Asylum 45438, ® 1977
Elektra/Asylum Records. Produced under license from
Elektra Entertainment Group. No. 5*

RICH GIRL Daryl Hall and John Oates « Music
and lyrics by Daryl Hall. Unichappell Music, Inc. o/b/o liself
& Hot-Cha Music Co. BME RCA 10860. ® 1976 RCA
Records. Courtesy of BMG Music/The RCA Records Label,
under license from BMG Direct Marketing. Inc. No. 1*

COULDN'T GET IT RIGHT Climax Blues Band «
Music and fyrics by Colin Cooper, John Cufiley, Peter
Haycock, Derek Holt and Frederick Jones. Bleu Disque
Music Co/Jiru Music Inc. ASCAP. Sire 736. ® 1976

Air Reconds. Courtesy of Chrysalis Group ple. No. 3%

YEAR OF THE CAT Al Stewart s Music and lyrics by
Al Stewart and Peter Wood. Songs of PolyGram
International, Inc./Unichappell Music, Inc. o/b/o liself

and Peter Wood. BMI. Janus 266. ® 1976 Arista Records,
Inc. Courtesy of Arista Records, Inc. No. 8

EASY Commodores » Music and lyrics by Lionet Richie.
Brenda Richie Publishing/Jobete Music Co.. Inc./Libren
Music. ASCAP. Motown 1418. @ 1977 Motown Record
Company. LUnder license from Motown Record Company.
L.P. by amrangement with PolyGram Special Markets, a
division of PolyGram Group Distribution, Inc. No. 4*

LONELY BOY Andrew Gold « Music and lyics by
Andrew Gold. Luckyu Music. BML Asylum 43384, ® 1977
Elektra/Asylum Records. Produced under license from
Elektra Entertainment Group, No. 7
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THE THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE 0cc » Music
and lyrics by Graham Gouldman and Eric Stewart. Man-Ken
Music Ltd. BMI. Mercury 73873, ® 1976 Phonograph Ltd.
Courtesy of PolyGram Special Products, a division of
PolyGram Group Distribution, Inc. No. 5*

WE JUsST DISAGREE Dave Mason * Music and
lyrics by Jim Krueger. EMI Blackwood Music Inc. o/b/o
Bruiser Music. BMI. Columbia 10575. ® 1976 Sony Music
Entertainment Inc. Under license from Sony Music Special
Products, a division of Sony Music, a group of Sony Music
Entertainment Inc. No. 12*

DON'T GIVE UP ON US David Soul » Music and
lyrics by Tony Macaulay. Polygram Intemational Publishing,
Inc. ASCAP. Private Stock 45129. ® 1977 David Soul.
Courtesy of David Soul. No. 1*

STAR WARS THEME/CANTINA BAND Meco «
Music and lyrics by John Williams. Bantha Music. BML
Millennium 604. ® 1977 Millennium. Under license from
PolyGram Special Markets, a division of PolyGram Group
Distribution, Inc. No. 1*

CAR WASH Rose Royce » Music and lyrics by Norman
Whitfield. Duchess Music Corp. BMI. MCA 40615. ® 1976
MCA Records, Inc. Courtesy of MCA Records, Inc. No. 1*

I'M YOUR BOOGIE MAN  KC and the Sunshine
Band » Music and lyrics by Harry Casey. Harrick Music,
Inc./Longitude Music Co. BML TK. 1022. ® 1977 TK.
Records, a label of Rhino Records Inc. Produced under license
from Rhino Records Inc., by arrangement with Warner Special
Products. No. 1*

You DON'T HAVE TO BE A STAR (To BE IN

MY SHOW) Marilyn McCoo and Billy Davis Jr. +
Music and lyrics by James Dean and John Henry Glover.
Longitude Music Co. BMI. ABC 12208. ® 1976 Sony Music
Entertainment Inc. Under license from Sony Music Special
Products, a division of Sony Music Entenainment Inc. No. *
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@ SO IN TO YOU Atlanta Rhythm Section « Music
and lyrics by Buddy Buie, Dean Daughtry and Robert Nix.
Low-Sal Music Co. BMI. Polydor 14373. ® 1976
PolyGram Records, Inc. Courtesy of PolyGram Special
Markets, a division of PolyGram Group Distribution, Inc.
No. 7

(D UNDERCOVER ANGEL Alan O’Day + Music and
lyrics by Alan O'Day. WB Music Corp. ASCAP. Pacific
001. ® 1977 Pacific Records. Produced under license from
Pacific Records by arrangement with Warner Special
Products. No. 1*

® THAT'S Rock 'N’ ROLL Shaun Cassidy » Music
and lyrics by Eric Carmen. Elbo Music Macusa/Eric
Carmen Music, Inc. adm. by Songs of PolyGram
International, Inc. BMI. Mondial Laser Edizioni Musical.
STAE. Wamer/Curb 8423. & 1977 Wamer Bros. Records
Inc. Courtesy of Curb Music Company. No. 3*

@ | LIKE DREAMIN’ Kenny Nolan « Music and lyrics
by Kenny Nolan. Children of Charles Music Inc./Forty West
Music Corp./Sound of Nolan Music/Two One Two Music
Co. BML. 20th Century 2287. ® 1977 20th Century.
Courtesy of Metropolis Records Inc. No. 3%

® SOUTHERN NIGHTS Glen Campbell » Music and
lyrics by Allen Toussaint. Screen Gems-EMI Music Inc./
Warmer-Tamerlane Publ. Corp. BMI. Capitol 4376. ® 1977
Capitol Records, Inc. Courtesy of Capitol Records, Inc..
under ficense from EMI-Capitol Music Special Markets.
No. 1*

@ JusT REMEMBER | LOVE YOU Firefall » Music
and [yrics by Rick Roberts. Irving Music, Inc. o/blo
Stephen Stills Music. BMI. Atlantic 3420. ® 1977 Atlantic
Recording Corp. Produced under license from Atlantic
Recording Corp. No. 11*

*Indicates highest Billboard chart position
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