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CONTEMPORARY

C

CUNTRY

THE MID-'80s

Country-pop crossovers became

in the ear

rly 1980 primrily because of
henomenon. Buf by

spurred by the “'new
notably Rondy Travis, Dwight Yoakam and

s was from North Caroino and had

been more of odds

ther Hand s writen by
Poul Oversireef and Don Schiz, one of

e bt song-wriing fooms i Noshl,
affer they gol

the other hand. " fo which Oversireet
quickly added, * There's o golden band.”
Just e that, they were off and wriling o
now song, which fook o mere hour fo
omplete. Released s fhe first singe from
Travis’ debut album, it stopped o
n the chrts, and Worner Bros. replaced
it with 1982, which went top 10. A label
exectv then istd thy promole On
the Othr Hand agoin,an i me
soged i to
akom, a formar droma student
tried unsuccessfully
in Nashvile in the mid-'7(
Angeles and worked fhe

ive Kty with the
Bckersield hoky-fok dive of B

e long he v ploying the
oot Tock s n LA, Wih Guitars,
3

song that mdma the phrase “on the o
h bock, the. uxﬂip-mkd
Sente neenupied el ond s O

who overcomes Hollywaod hardships
vl sioyig s 1 hmiel, Yookam
put his experience info o fradifional



country confext
Steve Eorle represerted o differert kind
of radifion: His role models were the
i 70s s el snger songuriers
ke Woylon Jennings ond Wil Nelen,
who bucked th Nahvile elobshmei by
affaching couriry themes fo pop orrange-
e o roduclion echnrs. Eorte
vod firs come fo Nashvill os o feenager
i 197410 play bass with Guy Clork, one
of the leaders of that mov
thon o decade, Eer

such s Jack Kero id-"80s,
ftor extricating himself from o bad pub.
fishing del, Earle was ready fo moke
e move with a debut album that

drew heavly from fhe on-fhe-road efhos
One ofthe irstsongs he wrofe wos Guitar
o the musican’s lfe.

e S, the ks o my Stoggs.

Sirat sufoced in 1981 vith o swing-

rinted, Toshankytork groove ke
anylhing clse on the chor

N semgurier Whiey Shofer

sloved o Sl one Sir chowiin
with Does

four Mind. A o od fved
Brefy inFort Worth and wassensiive 1o
the ciy's “Cowtown’” image, which sup-
posedly made i inferior fo Dals, s more
Sophisticoted neighbor. Shafer had fhe firt

o s wife

phrase (thus eorring herself co-wriling
credi]. Keith Whiley recorded the song
fistfor o fape hi

song, 5o it wasn't included on his debut
album—but his cuf wos used by Shaer os
@ demo fo sell Strat on the fune.
38 ond her daughter,
e they got thei first
o fke. Noors, o nrse
Ireated producer Bt Mobet
for ks susicived n @ 1982 ¢
ter, the producer o copy of the
duo's demo. mpe, "and Mehar loved .

according o W

‘ad never much Iked boys except as
frfends, hough ot long afer she and her
mom cutthe fune, | met o boy that be-
came. . wel, you know the song. It
become o froe sory.”



Ricky Skaggs had come out of e ferfile
bluegrass scene in the Washingfon, D.C.
area. He led Emmylou Horris' Hot Band in
the lae 70; before g to Neshle in
1980 to work vith the

i sl coror Hi o oo of seosic
and slectic rciona! odconemporry
was typified by Boy, wh\ch just
happared 1o be i CB hencle S

row the thum home even i when
managed focorel bth blsegross
oo B o lew York City

mayor £d Kochfor s video.
The old and fhe new coexisted peacefully
y radio. Merle Hoggard, o fradi-
tionalist who rarely made concessions, was
in the midst of o divorce from his wife and
singing pariner, Leona Wiliams. He could't
have dramatized the split more convincingly
than through his revival of Lefty Frizzell’s
That's the Way Love Goey, o e
song from pe »upmugmm.pmmm
Johnny Cash, Waylon Jenr
Keineforson and Wik Nl borded
 on imprompty clbum ond
wwownd up naming theseves a«m the fifle
tune, Highwayman, writen by lnmy
Wk Honk Wi s 1986 femeke of
His other s i wn Business,
featuring gues! vocals by Reba McEnire,
Wille Nefson and Reverend lk, wos hi

pointed warring fo Nashvile. Apparently
he indusiry gof the message. For the next
two years, Hank J. won the Couniry Music
Associafion’s Enferfainer ofthe Year aword.

Aldbema hod gone country in 1960
iy ofe olingfohave on chtsuccess

ock bond. By 1982, they had become

e ol Contained group 1o wi the
Enferfainer of the Year award. Under
incraaing i for e glssy ar-
monies ond pop productions, Alabama
began wriling songs thaf more overlly
gwwmeam working man, which helpec

thers et thk coery oo, Rl O
(Eighteen Whi e new lfe fo
the grand—though fodng rediton o
the fruckdriver song

Bind singer-pianist Ronnie Misap had
lounched his career with an R & B sound in
the Roy Cherles mold, but he didn't enjoy
much succes il going couriry in |
four years lafer, he rferiiner

oF i Yoar: Miso's Lost im tho Fiffies
Tomiht i the S of e Nighty &
arlohioning of the ive Son 1956
estnut. This song frst cppered
on his second volume of greatest hifs, and
was such o smash fhat f also became the
fifle song of his next clbum.

el McDaniel’s Baby’s Got Her
Blue Jeans On was less obviously




inspired by a 1956 oldie, Ltfle Richard's
The Gir Con't Help I,

rock explofafion fick starring Jayne
Monsfeld. Songuriter Bob McDil wos in.
rigued by fhe idea of o woman so afiroct-
ive and so innocent fhot she couldn't be
eld responsble for edverent stoping
irffic—ihe heme of e Marsfeld movi.
Koo ann e gutr ik ond

‘around in his ecr, M;DM ot

ek on he bloe s ot bec
ooy Tty hod e 10 Cecivel
on Tigh Fin’Jears 1 1981, Don Seels.
s el 74 Wl
Ergand Don and Jo Ford Coley. lso
good luck vith @ *505 rock moif in
u

sanne Cash, Johnny Cash's dougher,
wﬂ,s in the midst of o period of intensive
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George Stroif
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