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CONTEMPORARY

CCUNTIRY

THE LATE ‘70s

y the late 1970, couniry music was
chasmg after Wilfe and Waylon ond the

Emmons wrofe Luckenbach, Texas (Back fo
the Bsics o Love for Wayion erings

Toxas, Theso.caled “ouow” movement,
hecdd up mainly by Toes renegodes

o vork e e i
Noshyie herarchy. hed devd
commerciol vty o go clong with
ifs exofic image.
For years, Luckenbach itself was ust o

Viva Terlingua alboum there in 1973, the
“town'” became a symbol of the oulaw
ffe. Producer Chips Moman and Bobby

oot Wike Nelon o s the i verse
was doing eve
Snca 15 1975 bneckiwough i he Fod

fed Stranger L|
Crying in the Rain single, he had become
an'icon, and CBS Records let him record

preity much anything he wanfed. For o
long fime Wilie had wanted fo cuf an
album of jazzy pop standards fror

Pan Alle’s glory days. Booker T. Jones,
former loodrofthe sou] Sax Vol
house band, B

ot Wi s S 1 e mue;mn

Two chartJopping couriry sngles rom hs
miindion e

on nd Wik o menoged 1o
work omu«ew v Mammas Dor't

ooy recamed e 13 e s
recorded by s composer, Ed Bruce, in



1975, Dicuatd whie stuckn o Nashals

troffic jom ruce hd il wrilen he
g & “Mammas don’ ym/rbub\es
rom o 10 b e ickers.” Tt b

sound right, but affer moking some minor
ted one of the ke

" ehony Peycheck e masered
forkinthe 605 cn th Bily Shrri ohd
inthe 70s bfors g oullaw

agging oresr. He wos sl borly

Paycheck via Bill Sherrill, who produced

boh ingers. Poychek’s vorion soaed fo
- ond became the ahem of stymied

B ol ot

The late ‘705 was an era of ur

dented diversity on the Nushv\l\e e
scene. Dolly Paron’s Her
Again wos heraamptof aseihiiorwerd
couniry-pop record. Glen Compbell’s
Southern Nights hod been e fifle
song from 1975 concept oloum by Allen
Toussin th bt K&B planist-wrier-
producer from New Orleats. Crysal
Gayle's Don't It Make My Brown

Eyes Blue monaged fo keep the soul in
vt ws sl a pop record: The

' writr, Richord Leigh, hod arrived
i Neshile in 1976 with 1 Gat Over You,
which proved fo be Gayles first No.

nd helped him get o
s kids, o mongrel nomed Amanda
with ig brown eyes, Oe doy, heoring
that Leigh was down in the dumps, Reynolds
t by the songwriter's house 1o cheer
him up. Leigh played Don't I Make My
Brown Eyes Blue, swearing tht the idea
had come fo him as he moped around the
house storing at Amanda. His publiher
g for Shiley Bossey, but

year's ggest meinsieam couiry
hits. Rornie Misop’s It Was Almost
Like @ Song argnaled e
Jordan, who had just .

h on Dionne Warwick's records.
oo e ety
o cnd o0

e o days e wit
[ ALY



v porse—only Roy Clak ke th song
enough o cut i, although he did't
se if. Collins ook fhe song fo Misop,
His own arrangement,

Colls’ pumh»m company were responsible:
ingle in a Double Bed.
ot ndporets Colins
noiced hat the couple dep double

snge bed, When he retued fo M
e vl st weer e oo

Colins produced Borbara Mandrell's single,
ich was her irst No. 1 ht
of her peok years as a recording arfst.
Don Wil Tlsa Time vos wrien
by Danny Flowers, his gulrstan
i reference o helid back

i the original Noshvile
rebel. Charlie Daniels had pursue
country-rock, boogie style heavy on
Southern chauvinism after his 1973 story.
song, Uneasy Rider. With The Devil

eorgia, Doniels and
et boesing chout e
South and followed in the fradifion of the
outhern sfory-song.

Nere Hoggord recorded Romblin’
ever during o hwo-year period when he
e in o h ol i m B
Noshuile. Haggard said later that

‘ime for him, and fhot he recorded
se of his accessibilty —his

Fran Croigand
1947, The song wes he ft
anindependa e Miton
<hamesong. 11 1975, o Debart
NeCinton e s rocordo Twe are
Bottles of Wine, inspired by his
carly-'70s affempts o join the ronks of the
A couniry-rockers. ng languished
en s Vitn ofLie's Grumlances—
rk counrysou abum thl rned
dazding roviews (oo fow sl
Emylou Hars Gave i he srightc ntry
reatment
The Kendalls and John Conlee were
‘among the most unlkely newcomers fo
country music. . Louis barber Royce



Kondeland s dvghr, Jearie @
beautician, hed been recording in Nash-
vl sine 1969 with bl toshow for thei

preparing their debut album when writer
Jerry Gillspie, o Mercury Records A&
man, brought hem Heaven's Just a

in Away, which hed been unable fo

ny of his own arfsts. The song,
originally released as the B side of the
second single from fheir debut album, was
played ol over counfry radio. Whe
Conlee went info the fop 10 with his Rose
Colored Glasses debu, he had been o
Nashvile DI for seven years. But there
was one catch: Conlee had been working
ol that fime on rock radic. To him, as o
many others during this ferile period,
couniry music was a whole new ball game,
—Johr

hiond
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