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CCUNTRY

THE LATE '80s » PURE GOLD

Buck Owens had never met Dwight
Vockam befors e cfetmoon i 1987 that
the rising star walked info the refred
country superstar’s Bakersfield offces
without an appoiniment fo suggest hat
hey sing fogether onsiage. But
knew who Yookam was: he young singer
tiding a booming career re<creating
the Bakersfeld honkyfonk sound, and was
tolking up Owens in iferviews as one of
couniy's unsung geniuses. Owens heard
Him out, and soon was appearing before
audiences for the first fime since 1980. As

1988, Owens was asked fo in
od in represening th Bokersfiold

o e

Ovens ecrut Votham 1. relace.
When the CMA askad he doo I sing

g song about e conral Calorna iy

Oviens remembere: Bakars:

B e o 1575 e e

waier wos Homer Joy, who had come fo
Bokersfild from Atkansas fo pitch songs

For 10 days, Joy fred fo get p

secsory, ond i rustolionwas ol
the song's opening line “You don't
v ey o Gutes

Tiked , bt it anough 1ol 1 s

e, 50 he song wos sil fairly unknown in
ihe late ‘B0s when he and Yoakam dusted
it of for the specil. When they performed
the song again af the Academy of Couniry
Music awards, a DJ videotaped it of his
ilevison e, ond e playe e oucio
) Sreon o Botersiod os
i ssionce from San Anlono
conjunto accordionist Faco Jimenez.
Streets of Bakersfeld became Yookar's
firstNo. 1 counfry hit, and Owens' firs
since 1972

Trough 1 ook Yookam to reviolize

inferestin Owens, Buck's influence had
never eniely woned. Highway 101 wos



formed by prodvcer Poul Worleyaround
Minnesofan Foulefie Carlson, o N
vile hopetl for ool @ decde by e
time tho debut albun camo ot i 1987
#, the grovp's
3 i orgincled wilh Rodney Grow-
el who urned fo Noshuille veferan
Herlan Howard for help in emulafing the
ensHoword hits o fhe mig-"60:

Randy Travis had cul the song wice
without releasing i, but a Warner Bros.
execuive remembered Somewhere
Tonight when Highway 101 was looking
for material, and this fime orfst and
song lcke

well scored his own first No. 1

ou If

sound. He cul the song af the advice of
his former piano player, Tony Brown,
then one of he hottest producers and
lobel exccuives in fown. Brown fel hat
Crowell ahways recorded his most idic-
syncraic moteril whie giving his more
commercial songs away. Brown must

fide smash affer he spent a decade
Kicking around he lower reaches of the
charts. Crowell produced wife Rosanne

Cash's The Way We Make a Br

n Heart, which LA, singersonguiriter
John Hiaft had penned and even cul as
an llfaed duet with Rosanne back in his
Nl dors

ul Oversireet and Don Schlitz were

sl ey i s
teams. They wiote Deeper Than the
Holler for Randy Travis because fhey
Hhed hewerd hllr and hught
phrase descnbed d s sl You Agaln
was inspre Chonte ot & hir

been maried o0 long.
Overstreet and Schiz porlayed Reid's
phrase info a more upbeat idea, which
proved fo be a No. | hitfor he Forester
isirs.
SongurirBob Ml s sl (9o
sfrong, foo. He bosed Keith Wi
Bon'h Clase Yenr Eyen on o v
in Neil Simon's California Suite in which
55 whose lover is
oy expresses e facr fhat he always
“hinks of other men while maiking love fo
fr, “Tonighi she el i, “dn't close
jour eyes.” Whilley had thrown out
Frished clbun el was s
prodocers when Gorth Funds ncluded



the song on a demo fo

wariadlo ur wil th former i g

star. It helped Fundis get the io

Don' Close Your Eyes beceme S

leys s No. 1. MCDIl's Song of the
P ey |

B sy and hod ahoey bosn s

iner o ehney Russal Torn T Hell

and Eorl Scri

n stercofypes. Th
ol gound s sunbing bl
the fiddle o give the song more of o
Cojun rather Mun a srict Southern feel

tough Delbert McClinton cut Dar-

har
hod boih brought fhe song
without consuliing each other. Matraca

s0ng was three years o
fomer publihinghouse dug

Wkrire:Michool Merin
Ry o o i b own o

ey
by using

ol but conidored il ncopcbl o
ereating the “generic” love songs radio
wanied He fomed fo Poul Ove ree!
ad Thom Sehyior ot & Long Line
ve, which e laer concenved o
nally fo sing at his brofherindaw’s wed

rd he groove

tiscowrter il LaBouny ocblihod on
1Gor roams. Shenardonn's The

Church on Cumberland

sprang from an incident when Bob

of @ 800;yeorold church. H
ih ol of parers p el

R\cky Van Shelion's Living Proof
was comwiifin by Johnny MacRae and
Steve Clark af fhe former's Kentucky lake
bin. Shelion wanied fo name his ol
bum fer the song, but was ov

Wl s auobicgrophy (ond e
nome of 6 1976 sang by Hank Jr., @ fact
s ovotashen he il nme) The
loum vental ves called Lo

Proof. Honk Jr. cammuemwm B
own hits. Born gie vos already



ihe name of an albumin-progress when he
brondomed he song ove rering a1

Willioms and his band had fo use @ drim
chine fo stay in ime because the reol
mer was exhousted by fhe end of e

dr
i ks e o paec e darord

Oslin recorded Do Ya while
s ok oe < B, bt ot

1o signing an album deal wit RCA. Frus-
reod wihcontctnegattons he
layed ing o

played even altsempo one day in
e o and cancudod ey Do i
sounded better—so she di

e eke atwoy ance s e h o
had come fo ferms jodd
Change of Heart while brecking up
with her boykriend, Lary Strickland (o
former Elvis backup singer], and it p-
pear Judds” debuf mintolbum
They rerecarded it for their Grealest Hifs
i, affer

tion, wound up back with Strickland
around the same fime.
—lobn Morthlond.
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